THE  GROWTH  OF  FEUDALISM
granting land as a fief was adopted in order to provide the married
vassal with the means of founding a family.
During the tenth century a custom grew up by which, on the
death of his father, the son of a vassal had the right to take his
place and keep the land possessed by his father on condition of
acknowledging himself the vassal of his lord. From this time
onward the status of vassal and the possession of a fief were de-
finitively bound up with each other. It was thus that feudalism
came into being, as a combination of two customs belonging to
different periods: of vassalage, which was the more ancient, and
the fief, which was the more recent. Both had as their necessary
basis the domanial or manorial regime, of still greater antiquity,
by which the labourers were attached to the soil and subject to the
power of the great landowner.
From the eleventh century onward it was gradually demon-
strated in practice that though these two customs had become
inseparable, they were in the long run incompatible. So long as
the vassal lived in his lord's house, he felt himself to be his servant,
obliged to serve the man who provided him with a living; the chief
bond between them was his quality of vassal. But when the vassal
Hved at a distance from his lord, on an estate where he could
himself behave as master, he was mainly conscious of his ownership
of the estate, where he was protected by a fortified house and
obeyed by the tenants who worked for him, The attachment to
the person of the lord created by life in common faded away, and
the obligation to serve him was now felt to be nothing but an
inconvenient burden; the fief had come to be the essential
thing.
The land itself never became hereditary, for it was granted as
a fief; all that was hereditary was the right of the vassal's heir to
have the fief conferred upon him by his lord. The personal bond
between vassal and lord was never abolished; the homage due
to the lord always recalled the existence of this bond between the
two persons, which ceased on the death of either of them. On the
death of the vassal his heir was bound to do homage to his lord
before resuming the fief, while on the death of the lord the vassal
was bound to renew his homage to the lord's heir. The act of
homage, which recalled his status as vassal, preceded the act of
investiture, a symbolic ceremony by which the lord transmitted
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